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The 260 year old Abbey at Fot1 Augus�� has a ne\v owner. Late last yeart2000� it was 

announced that it had' been acquired by Terry Nutkins .. This is name which n1an.y of your may recognise, 
lle h '.Is apnearP.d nn telP,fi<;:t' nn fnr the' n� (.lt ') "  VP.�1"Q. hP ut k-nnur fnr thP. P1'{)()' ·�tnf'MPQ A nim!:tl 1\lf�oi� ann 
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The Really \Vild' Sho�v. He oMtS, and n-�1s� a(j a farrilly busiPes-: The i..o .Tat Ann� � Fort Augu�tus. He 
has an unusual background. More or less tururing away to � 'o:-k at London Zoo at the age of 11. \Vhile 
there he \vas introduced to Gavin �1axwell, before 'Ring of Bright \Vater' was written, who 'vas looking 
for a young, dedicated person to help in eating for otters. T eny, Viho had been living at the zoo at 
\Ve�kends� \Vent to spend a holiday at Sandaig .. He liked it so much he· wanted to stay. Gavin became his 
legal guardian. schooling him at llon c, and Tetzy wa� there for·l8 years. m the early �705 he \Vas 
noticed by .Tohnn .. · :rvfonis, who, seeing someone who -knew anitnals and with a sit�ilar_ approach to his 
own, took him .into .. rirnall\-L-1]!·-�: on 1 ·.tc TV. _They got on very \-Vell forming a strong friendcs�p and 
Terry became eo-presenter of the P� .- ��?-n"lme. So strong \Vas the ·bond that last ��ear \Vhen Johnny 
�Ioni� died, Terry w·as his sole heir, inheriting: the veteran TV presenter's. home. Johnn�/s portrait 
:hangs in a room at the Lovat Arms. Terry-lived on Sk-ye while working on A.nimal!vfagic, and frequently 

did the journey south to the studios Vvith his .sea lion� Gemin� sitting on the front seat of tlie car. lie still 
has a home at Glenelg, just over the "vater from Sk-ye. 

He has been worried for some years over the decline in the tourist industry. Fearing that if there 
is no employment for the younger generation, they \Villleave the area, leading to a modern version of the 
Clearances·. His aim, vision, i<s to put new life into Fort Augustus ·and the North� ·which. he considers as 
one of the natural wonders of the "\-Vorkt He- believes. that the Ab �y is one of the best buildings in the 
High]ands, it's situation on Loch Ness unsurpassed, and it was shameful to have ·it lymg empty. His 
decision to put an offer it for the Abbey \Vas triggered· after a presumed buyer stayed at his hotel earlier 
in 2000; then left, leaving the £-6500 bill unpaid. Fonning. the Abbey !\ifillermiuni project, he is managing 
director and major shareholder, the majority of the_ cash in the scheme being his own. He plans to have 
the ground -floor open early this yeai·� as a -visitor centre. Hopii'lg to restore it to fonner glory, hunting 
do"n and re-purchasing original furniture a.nd pa�tings Plans for ·the rest of the bulld�g include, 
restaurant, confe ·ence facilitieB and TV studios. I did hear that there cou1d be a exhibition . concerned 
with the 'Monster'. He hopes the grounds can be developed to -include a tnaze, a _tropical world for 
exotic. plants, butterflies and hurriming birds, with 'he . old crick ·t pavilion tutned into. a tea roqm and 
cricket played again. All this Will take 1:-trge amounts of capiL:1l. fie hopes to be.·able to interest investors, 
even ·getting the Disney p -ople interested. If that make� you vvonder about !vlickey �·1ouse and theme 
parks, Terry iS adamant that he \.vill be m charge, and inv�stors \"\�ill ha /e to accept his· plans and visions 
for the Abbey's future. The initial s�es should provide employiaent for up to forty ·wit� it� thought, 
up to 200 bei.."lg employed \\i.thin five years. Ever since the early Ness!etters, in fact before the NIS _was 
formed, I was an advoc te for the .Abbey, and. its facilities, as a ·worthwhile place to spend time. ,\, .. 11'-'fl 
the .Abbey closed I was very conccrne-.i that such a haven of peace '\tvas to be denied to us� as well as 
other visitors and locals. \Vith Terry�s �- ,_.�::�.p-ountL he thinks of himself as a local, and his attitude, he 
says, "'I n1ay be the owner of it but at the en of the day I don't clas;; myself as the owner, it belongs to 
Fort Augustus and th Highlands. It is something we can be really -proud of." Fie also intends to. consult 
Historic Scotland about his plans. It would see1n. �hat the. Abbey i� s�t to beco.lne, once again,. a valuable 
asset to the community, tl e lo:.al area, as well. as. the. Highlands in ge-neral; Perhaps ·more so th�"l other 
high profile developments in th: Loch �ess area. 

SADI\�WS· 
The news- that Fr Gregory Brusey died on the 30u I\1arch 2001 is a ·sad footnote to the above 

good news about the Abbey. Born in"London on Dec 30th 1912; he 'vas educated at the Fort Augustus 



Abbey Schoo� where he showed early talent as a musicia� especially the organ. He left the Abbey 
School in 1931, entcnn.g the lO\·'iciJ�e a Fort Augustus. Professing as a n1onk in 1932, Brother Gregory 
was sent to Edinburgh to help in one u :·- the schools, but also to study music ·at the University. After 
graduation in 1938 he spent a year in Budapest, based in the Benedictine monastery, studying theology 
and the organ. He returned to Fort .A.ugustus, where he was ordained priest in August 1941. For the 
duration of the war he taught music at the Abbey Schoo� moving on, as Master of :rvtusic, to the newly 
opened Carlekemp Priory School in North Berwick, at the end df the war. He was there for a number of 
years before returning to the FOrt· A�oustus Abbey, where he taught generations of pupils at the Abbey 
SchooL which closed in '93. Fr Gregocy becatne known to the rest of the world after he appeared on a 
television programme in '71. He gave his account of the sighting he� and a friend, had of one of the 
Loch Ness animals in October of that year (NIS135). He had a long association with the Loch Ness 
Monster but was always somewhat of a reluctant witness. Fr Francis Davidson, a former Prior of the 
Abbey recalled that, the business bored him and after sotne time he found it � imposition, the way the 
media always wanted to interview him for programmes. Fr Gregory .was quite content to see Nessie 
remain an enigma. He once said, "We ought to leave the Monster alone. In this technological age we've 
placed a label on everything. I am a champion of the unkno�n. !vfyste1y intrigUes people, and so it 
should remain". In '99, upon the closure of the Abbey, Fr Grego.ry took up residence at Arnplefot1h 
Abbey near York. l-Ie died there, peacefully, on �larch 30th 2001, in the company ofllis fellow 1nonks. 

I had the pleasure of meeting him on a number of occasions, he was a delightful person. I was 
never there to hear him play the organ at the .Abbey,. which I understand \Vas a n1oving experience. He 
was the type of person that makes the world a better place, just by living. A sad loss: God Bless. 

CODE . . . 
The announcement in January '01, by Jan Sundberg, that he intended to return to Loch Ness 

with the GUST team, with plans to net one of the animals, has caused some concern. Not only for the 
well-being of the mysterious animals, but also for the enviromnent. H�aring of this Scottish Natural 
Heritage, the agency which protect� .: he loch, brought. forward outline plans for a code of practice, 
which they hope future expeditions \\>ill .:-tbide by. Inverness West area officer, Jonathan Stacey, said, 
"This Swedish explorer hac; proposed putting a trap into the loch to capture the creature, but we �eel this 
has to be assessed as to how suitable the trap is and that it will not damage other life-forms in the loch''. 
Going on to say, that if such a creature as Nessie exists they must be sure that it will not be harmed .. 
Scottish Natural Heritage already has informal links with other interested groups whi�h use the area, 
fishery boards, conservation groups and tourist business . They hope that future research groups will 
follow certain guidelines that are laid down. I know ·that in the '80s teams working with Adtian Shine 
and the Project, caught, and identified species of shrimp and flatwonns, th�t originate in North America. 
Titese were well established in areas of the loch. It seems certain that they, or eggs and larvae, were : 
brought· to the loch by one of the number of American teams who "isited the loch in the 60s and 70s, 
despite care 'being taken. Thirty years, on and we are much more conscious of the envifomnent, and 
how easily the balance can be upset. I think this move by Scottish Natur�l Heritage is a step in the right 
direction. One problem will be the implementation, I believe a committ�e has been set up, Adrian Shine 
being among the members. The enforcement of such a code of conduct could be another major 
problem. I do ·not know if Scottish Natural Heritage has 'teeth' and is able to ttke strong action agairist 
anyone failing to follow the code. I ·hope it has. 

· . 

ANDREAS As a post script ·to the Code of Practice . 
. After a..11 enquiry in a previous Nessletter on existing la\ys to protect the unidentified .creatures in Loch 
Ness. Andreas Trottmann found, and sent, this report from the Inverness Courier, Ivfarch 19th, 1976. 

. 

The Loch Ness Mons er-Official Protection 
In view of recent speculation about the presence of unspecified large creatures in Loch Ness, Mr 
Russell Johnson, Liberal Iv1P for Inverness_ felt it \Vas desirable to have from the Govetnment an 
indication of �-;!� po\vers that at present existed for the protection of such creatures, were they to 
be discovered and what action the Government might be prepared to take in such circumstances. 



-� 
:,� 

In particular, he states, it had long been understood that there was a specific police protection 

role dating fron1 the 1930s and recen•1y the editorial of the 'Lnverness Courier' again referred to 
this on 23rd Januarv. "Frotn \\:hat the Parlian1entarv Under-SecretarY of State for Scotland. :tvh· 

.; .,1 ., • 

Hany Ewing, says in a letter dated3rd �1an .. �h= it ;:vou1d appear that these powers are not so 
specific as people itnagined. "�.fr Johnson adds, �'I-Iovvever, t.he subsequent legislation does 
create some protection although it is pretty clear to tne that if monster do live in Loch Ness, the 
discovery and apprehension of one of them �1ould calise such a world \Vide exciternent that the 
prospect of a £100 fme is hardly likely to be any deterrent." �-1r Ewing's . letter began by 
"explaining the basis of the reference ·in the 'Inverness Courier' of 23rd January to an order' 
made in the 1930s by the then Secretary of State placing the �1onster under police protection." 
Reference has often been made to t.hat but there \Vas in. fact no statutory power available to the 
Secretary of State at that time to make a fonnal protection �Jrder, he continued. \Vhat happened 

·was, that a letter had been. issued by the Seottish Office to the Chief Con� table of Inventess 
County

' 
Coruitabulacy, suggesting that the police might \Varn resident 'nd visitors for the purpose 

of prevet_tting an attack on the animal if it.\-vas sighted . .  · 

SUl\TDBERG . - -
Reports \vere that J an and the Gust team were to return to the loch in Nlarch' 01. Bringing with 

them a 20ft by 15ft trap, made ·of fi'lhing net With one and a·half inch mesh. l.Tnperturbed by the fact that 
eye witnesses report the creatures to be bigger than that, Jan said, •we are aiming for a baby'.(!!) They 
have been corresponding wi,th Sl\11-I and have seemingly allayed their fears, 'SO penniC)sion has been given 
for the expedition. Among the conditions, they \vill innnediately release any salmon caught, and the trap 
will be placed in &hallo\� V\ ater se nn a�r"Lreathing anitnals could be trat)ped underwater. COtvffiT (Co­
operative l\1onster. Eel Trap) secretl-y :-- '�"��1factured by a Norw�gian firm, has ·an inner net that closes 
over the entrance to trap the (baby! l) monster·. To try to· avoid the accidental captUre of otters or seals, 
the trap \\'ill not be baited· \Vith live fish. After trapping, the anin1al will be fully recorded, a skin sample 
taken, for extraction of DNA, then released unharmed ba.ck into the loch. At his time it is difficult to 
know: what to sa)r, cats in_hell, and their chances of survival, come to mjnd. However work is being 
proposed that could provide Us \Vith SOtlle of the answer \Ve are all Waiting for; the trutl1, SO \\Te should 
hope that the expedition 'is more sub�tance than hot air� and vvish them good fortune.· 

ANfJTHER TR.i\P 
In february there 

.
were reports in the newspapers t.ti.at someone- t.;L(}e was planning a trip ·to the 

loch to trap Nessie. From Luton, Neil Rackley, an uneinploved factory worker, said he \Vas going to visit 
the loch in August, settjn.g up can1p ·at Fort Augustus. He would have a net weighing one tonnc,(and 
valued at, he said, £100,000) \-Yhich would enclose an area of 18,0(:)0sq ft. Thi� he intends to place m· the · 

loch some 50 metres offshore. It will be baited \Vith 1,000 brown trout, costing about £2 a fish, to lure 
Nessie into the endosw·e, where it will be filmed and photograt)hed befc re release. He claims not to be 
doing this for fame, or for the 010ney, but just for the satisfac.tjon of finditig the lUOnster. He believes 
that Nessie is a ma�e creature that has ren1ained elusi�e simply because it lives in a large stretch ·of 
water in a remote area, and even if it surfaces three th+nes a day� people are rarely going to see it. 

Once again one wonders \Vhat l.Jnd of background research has been done. 1-\nyone who has · 

visited the. loch, or even read a book or t\vo� .. should realise that Loch Ness is not i� a remote area. It is 
possibly the most lqoked at, \Vatched o�ver, piece of water m the \Vorld. 'Marin,.-). creature'; Lo'h l'ess is 
fresh \Vater, perhaps what he said was not fully� or accurately,· reported. I wonder how Neil, unemployed 
as we are tol� is going to raise the large an1ounts of cash needed for this project. \Vhile I a1n not· aware 
of anyone actually pl�cing a net baited \vith fish into the loch� 'vith the intention of trappLtig an animal. · 
There have been f!Sh fiUed nets in ·�ht.: loch for a number of years, the fish farm between Dores and 
In:verfatigaig. Much to tny disappointnt\,;tit� these h�nre not had the bottoms totn out as Nessie made ah 
easy m.eal of the contents! There are other questions to be raise.d� · the new code of practice,· the vaJious 
V\7ildlife Acts? I feel that perhaps the little bit of media coverage Neil Rackley got� could be the last \Ve 
hear of hlln. 

· · 



:N!S AT THE .LOCHSIDE 
. 1-Ielep. Gray �d h�r boyfriend, '.fi"oin London. vi�ited .the lo�h in .Noven1bc� '9�:.: Th�y stayed in 

Gavin and 11ary Finlay�s self�catering fl.at in Dores, from a bay-windo\V. there is a view all the way down 
the loch. 100 yards from �e Dores Inn, they recoinnJ.end it to �ny�ne \vho \Vishes for a res�l break, 
and a spJendiq vantage-point for watchitig. They '"·ere kitted out. \Vitli s�itabie. cameras and binoculars, 
but Helen says they spent a .lot of time getting faintly excited by wave patterns. Sinc.e · then they have 
been. whale watching in Ala;ska with the san1e equipment. It occwTed to them that when something the 
size of a bus jumps out of the. wat�r beside you, such equipment is not terribly useful! �hey �a..11aged to 
get lots of lllCtures that were tnainly black (\Vhen the whales \Vere too. close) and a lot of water splashes 
(when tliey were not!). She thinks ·that in orcier to- produqe any decent pictures, zoom lens _cameras are in 
order, .also th�t she must find a \Va)' to control her excf.tement . . - . 

. 
Jbey :·we.re to 1·eturn to the loch, and the Finlay's, for a. spell·, .the week befoi·e Cluistmas '99. 

Life in central London. is hectic and t11ey h1;1d rec.ently mov.ed house, so were looking fonvard to the 
break. She was also. anticipating. taking a look at the new .exhibition.'·. She. said she was not overly 
impressed \\ith the old ones, had not expected to be, having been warned that they were son1evvhat short 
and to the point a point that was not theirs! 

Jo1m and Ddvina Co�per S!1�nt a few.days at th� loch ea�ly Marc.h '99. Staying a couple of days 
at Dores.and Fort .Augustus. They h;1 looke4 for Steve Feltham:but.found .his v�n empty, and partly 
dismantled. W'bile dining at the Dores in they h.eard that Steve was most likely 'holed .up� W;ith a nearby 
female friend. � the vveather \vas, to say the least, wet, cool . . and uninviSng, _ they agreed tlUrt he �as in 
the best ,place. A shot1 stay without. any excitem�rit. On .a return trip to Scotland in June ,99, their 17 
year old Volvo. had "an .attack of t�e vapours',. and basically stopped, so the journey had to be aborted. 

Almost as far back is a 'note I received from Jolm Hqlmes. John is .. a Sculptor and lllu.c;.trator frotn 
St Austel�.,' in. Co�\Vall .. He at)d � wi(e, Sue, were at the loch f()� a \veek at the begith�g of July '9�� 
they rented a charming little cottage, called I-fazlegrove� o� the fringes ofthe.fuvetfarigaig Forest. There. 
were nice.views overlooking ·the.loc.h, however they were too far a\vay .. to spot an,ythffig on the water. He 
did film ·a Roe i?eer eating. some Dog. Rose, fro� the kitchen early one mornillg� Another monting he 
had a flee�g gfunpse of an. <)�prey. Apart frqm seeing some large concentiic ripples an� a very. brief 
sighting of a snt�lll iow huinp, nothlng else \\,.as.seen .. He collected the odd bones from. the shores, to take · 

home and identify, just in case. I have collected a few old bones frotn time to time� they usually turn out 
to be from sheep, once I did get one from a deer. , . 

St_ Austell is 'Morgawr� teqitory, �nd John also included a bit of news from there. It was on 1 1.t 
AuguSt '99, at around 6.40pm. He \\·as watc..lli.ng Sue have a S\\-im. in a sntall cove�. bet\veen Pendower . 
beach and Port�catho� the weather wa�. vety hot; something caught his eye; his f�t .thotights were that· it _ 

was a .Basking Shark or. perhaps a Killer \\'hale. Raising his. video .;�tnera h� shot t\vo very short. 
seq�ences before the animal sank from view. Vie\Vlng the results he is no\\i fairly SUre it.was so�e type 
of diving bin!, Great Northern Diver he suggests, the n1ovement on

. tape \Vas rather bird�like. The area is . 
very close to where Sheila Bird had the classic. lvlorgavvr sighting, j,llSt o;ff Portscatho. He sent me t\.v,o . 
phot�s- taken from the video, they are very n1uch 'classic head and nec.ls ', but undoubtedly a Qird of . 
some type. They. would tUve undoubtedly qualmed for the 'I-Iill's.' prize. cheque·, had they been taken.at 
Loch Ness. 

. . - - . 

. · ·Gfaham Ilazchvood� T 011bril..ge l(ent, dropped a line �bout. hi� v�it.lfe. was at the loch side, for 
four days at. the beginning of (Jctobe -�;?�staying in Drumnadrochit, Invermoriston and Fort Augustus . 
Day one was win<;1y and the loch t.oo rough for \Vatching. rille wind dropped .overnight �nd Jte enjoyed . 
thfee days. of .overcast� c� weather�. wit:\1 no rain. He watched at 4iffereq.t times of. the day,. from 
differeitt loca ions, ·part�cularly .the grass pier a� Invetfarigaig� and the shore. west of Invermoristpn. He 
has a pair.of 12x25 binoculars,.and a earner� with a lighnveight 500mm mirror telephoto lens. His only· 
sightings. \Vere of boat wakes and ducks. 

· -

, He called on . S�eve. F eltham nvice, tinding. him in good. spirits and 
. 
optitnistic . about . spendin-g_ . 

more time observmg the loch frotn the tnicro":light. \"Vith some l'l�epidation he. also visited the revatnped 
Loch Ness 2000 exhibition. He agrees that th� presentation has been unproved, but \Vas disappointed . 
�rith the manner in which the eye"vitness reports were treated. The exhibition is a series of 'rootns ', in 



which ·visuals are sho'"'n vvith narration (by Adrian Shine?) and backing n1usic. \\7hen the subj�ct of 
eyewitnesses Wa� COVered, CCft�in hoax photographs \Vete .ShO\Vn, · and explained a\Vay, the music 
becoming jolly and frivolous . . Very subtly giving the impreq�ion t�t these reports are not to be taken too 
seriously. Gra.ham asks, if Adrlan St¥ne is so dtsmissive of the ·idea ·of any1hmg unusual in the loch; why 
has the exhibition logo such a sttiking re ·emblance to the ' Surge()n's Phot9 " ': 

He rounded off saying, during one of his vigils it occurred . to hi..� that a number of sightings 
report creatures with characteristics of, rough skin (often dark bro\vn)� pale stripe down the front, ugly 
head, oily wake and stubh}r ho1ns. I-Ie has dozens of such creatures m his garden� slugs and snails. He 
\\�Ondered if there �;) a theory i\t ·JUt �ant fr�sh,Yater slugs 01' snails in the loch� as he thinks they could 
be the explanation for some of the re: 0� s . .  He would be interested in other members vie\\'S on this. It 
would seem that Graham has not come across Ted Holiday's book 'The c...-reat Orm· ,  and others of his 
\Vork. 

· ·  

Stanley Jade vvTote, from Lancashire, he had been to . the loch for a weekend at early in �1ay '00. 
He had been taken to the loch� or the Loch Ness area, as a f(nir· year old by hi� parent'S, too young to 
know much about it. Then as a fourteen year old vvho wanted to see th� loch and get to kno·w it, but 

. who had been taken around by parents who \Vere intent on spending time at various places away from it. 
The \Veekend had been hi� frrst ho�day for a number of years� and .first solo any\'\l·here . . So this had been 
his tirst chance to familiarise hlm.self vvith the area.' ·  He said, '] had not realised ho\v utterly beautiful the 

place· was, there is a sense of heart and soul which I found quite moving, it felt like hotne and I did not 
want to leave. ,. He stayed at ·the l\;fotor Inn· at the ·Drumnadrochit Hote4 next to the Loch Ness 2000 
Exhibition. He had been surpri'ied to find there \Vere t\'\'0 exhibitions . in Dt1.lmnadrochit, but did not visit 
either as he felt he is pretty famjliar with ntost project'} and major sighting$. I- Ie '\Vas enjoying a cold beer 
when he saw Adrian Shine with a Fr�nch (presumably T\') · creV\�' \vith a broadcast quality camcorder, 
and large .inflat.1ble Nessie. He did ·wonder what the thrust' 'of the particular intcrvie\\o· \-vas. As he went 
around the shore he kept an eye open for Steve. Felthain hoping to have · a chat, vvithout luck I-I';: did not 
do any 'hard-core ' \vatci-ting, as he put it, but had been· taken by the _forest'!' and it 's  people, the deer and 
red squirrel. He said he krlo\�is where things are no\Y� natnes providing a picture, and is certain he will 
r�tum before too long. · , 

Andreas Trottinann� Switzerland� sent w·ord ·of a trip to his beloved loch, November 1 1111 to 1 7t11 
'00� based at the Ian Ross B&B, Inclm.a.c'l.rdoch. Ian \Vas the one ·who used to look after Andrea� '  boat. 
The weather and- loch conditions were rather good, especially early rnomings, and the autumn colours 
smashing! He concentrated his \vatching to the F ott ·.A.ugustus area \vith some fron1 Foyers and Do res . 

. Doug and IVIargaret �1acfarlane. along . \Vith son Al?n, visited hirn .  on� {ay, . Doug getting back on hi.c; 
own for a couple of days. The,y ni. "t  S eve Feltham once or t\vice, spoke to Ian Cameron about his 

· famous sighting, unfortunately a pla.nh ... -i..t 1neeting ,,.,rith · Dick R'fynor 1ad to be put off. Andreas visited 
the new Loch Ness 2000 at Drumnadrochit and \Vas surp1i ·ed · bv the intriguing tnulti-tnedia effect�. 
Adrian Shine, nan·ating the audio commenmry) strongly refers t() Ius opinion on th� �reatm·e 's existence� 
nevertheless Andreas thinks a \vd1 balanced '�im and Yang' situation . is positive for a healthy and 
objective research climate. · 

. · . 

. 
He also has a great interest in .the repot1s of 'Big Cats� iri. the area an,d heard of two pug marks 

being found on a sand-bank in the_ River Oich� near Fott ' _Augustus . . Before he had time to examine the 
site himself: the river level had risen and the footprints washed out. Vvlrich was a disappointtnent. l-Ie has 
since heard fron1 Ian Ross of a Big Cat sighting on the \Vhitebridge to Fort Augusttis i·oad, on 8th 
December '00.  He is follo\\:ing this up. 

David. Hastings, an eighteen year old from \Valsa� sent a long �etter of hies first trip to the loch. 
A l\TIS member for four years David is very keen and· has done tnuch reading and research into the 
subject. He and his Dad did _ the journey by train. Spending almost as· much .time on the trip as they did 
at the loch. That ·may be an exaggeration� but they had a long delay before reaching Edinburgh� then, 
because of bad weather hold ups, had to wait four hours for the next Inverness train. They got into 
Inverness at 10.30pn1 29th May, they stopped at a B&B, and. although late, \Vent to have a look at the 
River Ness. David says he knows it is sil1y but that built his excitement� and he was shaking like a. leat I 
think many of us will appr�ciate hovv he felt N�:?.t.i tnotTJ.ng they bought their bus tickets for the final 



�: 
step to Drumnadrochit. Finding they had an hour to "'·ait David took the chance to vi�it the library, and 
do a bit more research. I-Ie found one or two books he had not s�;;n before, but also, he \Vas able to 
view, on rnicro-fiche I think, past articles from ne·wspapers . Choosing .Inverness Courier, he was able to 
see the fin�t sighting report� and other articles from 1 933.  He noted ·that as the year progressed articles 
on 'the strange animal in the loch� became at1icles on 'the monster' .  

Fifteen minutes into the bus trip came the moment DaVid had waited over seven years for, his 
fiist view: of the loch. I-Ie says that �s feelings and emotions at that time. �ill never be forgotten. The bus 
took them · to Castle Urquhart, \\·here once again he was overwhelmed by just being there. Seeing it so 
often pictured in books, associated with so �any things the :V1acnab photograph� the Shiels photograph! 
the Rines expeditions of ' 72& '7 5. They stayed at the Castle for three hours, much of it on the walkway 
that goes round the front. In that time he noted, a8 he had been told to expect, ho\V decei'\ing the waters 
can be. �1any wakes that seemed to form on there own, ducks on the loch as \Vell. He realised how 
easily they could be mistaken as long: necks froni a distance. He is interes�ed in the Shiels photographs at 
the moment: and· spe.at time tryinc t; \vork out the place they could h�ve · been taken fron1. Walking back 
into Drumnadrochlt, they visited thf� T_.c•c h Ness Centre finding it quite in.fo.rmative. Then on to Loch 
Ness 2000. David spotted Adrlan Shine in the lochain. with the floating monster, busily pulling out 
weed. He introduced himself: and had a nice chat tlnding him �such a lovely man' . · They then went 
round the exhibition� it was vety good and very well presented. They an·anged to stay in a B&B by the 
green, in Drumnadrochit! V'f·luch they would recommend to anyone, David forgets the name but it is the 
one with the cricketing gnomes in the garden. They then made their way to the marina in Urquhart Bay 
and David spent over an hour watching. Next day they decided to go to Fort .Augustus� taking the bus to 
Invermoriston, and walking the rest· of the way. David ·.says that he noV\' kno\vs that \Vas a poor choice. i\ 
walk they thought may take an hour. took them about three. They found it a long haul, but were able to 
stop off at a· num.ber of quiet secluded places along the loch shore. It was sunny and calm \vith :no boats 
in sight, beautiful 'monster� weather. Unfortunately no sightings to report, but \.Vonderfu], . 

stunning 
'\-lC\VS. Reaching Fort .-\ugustus they had a meal and drinks, to keep going; then went a , bit further 
fmding the beach, ·and view, at Borlum Bay. David says that was a wonderful experience, books and 
photographs do not show the whole loch, and do not do it justk:e . .. You have to see at first hand to 
understand what you are dealing with . \Vhile on the shore they found some bones, \Vhich David took 
back to have his school science depat1ment have a look at. 

Last day at the loch, Thw-sday 1 Et June. \Vent for a ttip _o� George Edwards' boat. David was 
able to talk to George and 'Va') quite impressed by his accounts and ideas. It is just a shame that David 
did not get on a trip �ith Dick Raynor. They then \Vent back to  the castle� ·where Da-vid spent a further 
four hours watching. Friday morning they left early for Inverness, and having an hour to .kill before the 
train, ·visited the library again. i\. memorabie first trip to the loch for Da'\1d. He hopes to be dtiving by 
next year, and to make the journey by car, which will .make getting around at �he loch much easier. 

Jared Christie put a note in his Christntas card. He had n1anaged a short visit over New Year= 
'99. No details, apart from saying he has found the skin of a deer on the shingie at Foyers. lie i hoping 
to get back again in April '0 1 .  H� had planned for April '00, but could not tnake it. 

· -

Other proposed '\isits: Val Strti;�: .:tnd his son� Jonathan� hopi..11g to be at the loch 30th June to 1 4th 
July. Andreas Trottm� accompanied by a good Swiss colleague, as his vvife At gela is not able to get, 
owing to .business reasons; will be in the Fort Augustris area fron1 June 30fu till July 6th. Contact address 
while there, Mr Mrs Ross, Ashwood Steading, Inchnacardoch, Fot1 Augustns, phone 0 1 320/366308 . 

That is it for now� must get this duplicated and out to you. Thank yo� as usual, for your 
tolerance and for being part of the NIS. Please remember your news and vie\vs are ahvays welcome and 
needed my address remains:- R.R.Hepple, 7 Huntshieldford. St John's Chapel, _\Veardale� Co Durham, 
DL1 3  IRQ. Tel: 0 1 388 5373 59, subscriptions lJK £2 75, :-.;. America $ 1 0.00, other areas . by 
negotiation. 

Rip. 


