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ABBEY Wl
The 260 year cid Abbey at Fort Augustus has a new owner. Late last vear.2000, it was
annourced that it had been acquired by Terry Nutkins, This is name which many of vour may recognise,
he has appeared on television for the past 25 vears; best know for the programmes Animal Magic and
The Realty Wild Show. He owns, and s, as a family business The Lovat Arms in Fort Augustus. He
has an unusual background. More or less running away to work at London Zoo af the age of 11. While
there he was introduced to Gavin Maxwell, before ‘Ring of Bright Water” was written, who was looking
for a young, dedicaied person to help in caring for otters. Terry, who had been kving at the zoo at
weekends. went to spend a holiday at Sandaig. Fle liked it so much he wanied to stay. Gavin became his
legal goardian, schooling him at hornie, and Terry was there for 18 years. In the carly ‘70s he was
noticed by Johnny Mornis, who, seeing someone who knew animals and with a similar approach to his
own, took him into .wurmal Mazic, o1 BEC TV. They got on very well fonming a streng fiiendship and
Terry became co-presenter of the pre »~amme. So strong was the bend that last vear when Johnny
Momis died, Terry was his sole heir, piheriting.the veteran TV presenter’s home. Johnny's portrait
hangs in a room at the Lovat Amms. Terry lived on Skye while working on Animal Magic, and frequently
did the journey south to the studios with his sea lion, Gemini, sitting on' the front seat of the car. He still
has a home at Glenelg. just over the water from Skye.

He has been worried for some vears over the decling in the fourist industry. Iearing that if there
is no employment for the younger generation, they will leave the arca, leading to a modern version of the
Clearances. His aim, vision, is to put new life into Fort Augustus and the North, which he considers as
one of the natural wonders of the world. He bebeves. that the Abbey is one of the best buildings in the
Highlands, it’s situation on Loch Ness unsurpassed, and it was shameful to have it tying emptv. His
decision to put an offer in for the Abbey was triggered after a presumed buyer stayed at his hotel carlier
in 2000; then left, leaving the £6500 bill unpaid. Forming the Abbev Millennium project, he is managing
director and major sharcholder, the majority of the cash in the scheme being his own. He pians to have
the ground floor open early this vear, as a visitor centre. Hoping to restore it to former glory, hunting
down arnd re-purchasing original furniture and paintings Plans for -the rest of the building includs,
restaurant, conference facilities and TV studios. 1 did hear that there could be a exhibition concerned
with the ‘Monster’. He hopes the grounds can be developed to include a maze, a tropical world for
exotic plants, butterflies and humming birds. with the old cricket pavilion turned into a tea room and
cricket played again. Alf this will take large amounts of capital. fe hopes to be able to interest investors,
even getting the Disney people interested. If that makes you wonder about Mickey Mouse and theme
parks, Terry is adamant that he will be in charge, and investors will have to accept his plans and visions
for the Abbey’s future. The initial stages should provide employmient for up to forty with, it is thought.
up to 20G being emploved within five vears. Ever since the earty Nessletters, in fact before the NIS was
formed, I was an advocate for the Abbey, and its facilities, as a worthwhile place to spend time. When
the Abbey closed I was verv concerned that such a haven of peace was to be denied to us. as well as
other wisitors and locals. With Termyv's cuolzreund. be thinks of himself as a local, and his attitude, he
says, “I may be the owner of it but at the end of the day I dont’t class myseit as the owner, it belongs to
Fort Augustus and the Highlands. It is something we can be really proud of.™ He also intends to consult
Historic Scotland about his plans. It would seem that the Abbey is set to become, once again, a valuable
assct to the community, the local area, as well as the Highlands in general. Perhaps more so than other
high profile developments i the Loch Ness area.

SAD NEWS
The news that Fr Gregory Bruscy died on the 30" March 2001 is a sad footnote to the above
good news about the Abbey. Born in London on Dec 30™ 1912, he was educated at the Fort Augustus
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Abbey School, where he showed early talent as a musician, especially the organ. He left the Abbey
School in 1931, entering the noviciaie at Fort Augustus. Professing as a monk in 1932, Brother Gregory
was sent to Edinburgh to help in one ! the schools, but also {0 study music at the University. Afier
graduation in 1938 he spent a vear in Budapest, based in the Benedictine monastery, studving theology
and the organ. He reiumed to Fort Augustus, where he was ordained piiest in August 1941. For the
duration of the war he taught music at the Abbey School. moving on, as Master of Music, to the newly
opened Carlekemp Priory School in North Berwick, at the end of the war. He was there for a number of
years before returning to the Fort Augustus Abbey, where he taught generations of pupils at the Abbey
School, which closed in ’93. Fr Gregory became known te the rest of the world after he appeared on a
television programme in '71. He gave his account of the sighting he, and a friend, had of one of the
Loch Ness animals in October of that year (NIS135). He had a long association with the Loch Ness
Monster but was always somewhat of a reluctant witness. Fr Francis Davidson, a former Prior of the
Abbey recalled that, the business bored him and after some time he found it an imposition, the way the
media always wanted to interview him for programmes. Fr Gregory was quite content to see Nessie
remain an enigma. He once said, "We ought to leave the Monster alone. In this technological age we’ve
placed a label on everything. I am a champicn of the unknown. Mystery intrigues people, and so it
should remain”. In *99, upon the closure of the Abbey, Fr Gregory took up residence at Ampleforth
Abbey near York. He died there, peacefully, on March 30® 2601, in the company of his fellow monks.

I had the pleasure of meeting him on a number of occasions, he was a delightful person. I was
never there to hear him play the organ at the Abbey, which I understand was a nioving experience. He
was the type of person that makes the world a better place, just by living. A sad ioss, God Bless.

CODE

The announcement in Januarv ’01, by Jan Sundberg, that he intended to return fo Loch Ness
with the GUST team, with plans to net one of the animals, has caused some concern. Not only for the
well-being of the mvstenious animals, but also for the environment. Hearing of this Scottish Natural
Heritage, the agency which protecic ihie loch, brought forward outline plans for a code of practice,
which they hope future expeditions wiii ubide by. Inverness West area officer, Jonathan Stacey, said,
"This Swedish explorer has proposed putting a trap into the loch to capture the creature, but we feel this
has to be assessed as to how suitable the trap is and that it will not damage other life-forms in the loch”.
Going on to say, that if such a creature as Nessie exists they must be sure that it will not be harmed. .
Scottish Natural Heritage already has informal links with other interested groups which use the area,
fisherv boards, conservation groups and tourist business. They hope that future research groups will
follow certain guidelines that are laid down. I know that in the ‘80s teams working with Adrian Shine
and the Project, caught, and identified species of shriinp and flatwonns, that originate in North America.
These were well established in areas of the loch. It seems certain that they, or eggs and larvae, were
brought to the loch by one of the number of American teams who visited the loch in the 60s and 70s,
despite care being taken. Thirty vears, on and we are much more conscious of the environment, and
how easily the balance can be upset. I think this move by Scottish Natural Heritage is a step in the right
direction. One problem will be the implementation, I believe a committee has been set up, Adrian Shine
being among the members. The enforcement of such a code of conduct could be another major
problem. I do not know if Scottish Natural Heritage has ‘teeth’ and is able to take strong action against
anyone failing to follow tbe code. I hope it has. '

ANDREAS As a post script to the Code of Practice.

After an enquiry in a previous Nessletter on existing laws to protect the unidentified creatures in Loch

Ness. Andreas Trottmann found, and sent, this report from the Inverness Courier, March 19%, 1976.
The Loch Ness Monster-Official Protection _
In view of recent speculation about the presence of unspecified large creatures in Loch Ness, Mr
Russell Johnson, Liberal MP for Inverness, felt it was desirable o have from the Government an

indication of ‘2 powers that at present cxisted for the protection of such creatures, were they to
be discovered and what action the Govermment might be prepared to take in such circumstances.
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In particular, he states, it had long been understood that there was a specific police protection
role dating from the 1930s and recently the editorial of the ‘Inverness Courier’ again referred to
this on 23" Januarv. “From what the Parliamentarv Under-Secretary of State for Scotland, Mr
Harry Ewing, says in a letter dated3rd Aarch, it would appear that these powers are not so
specific as people umagined. "Mr Johnsor adds, "However, the subsequent legislation does
create some protection although it is pretty clear tc me that if monster do live in Loch Ness, the
discoverv and apprehension of one of them would cause such a world wide exciternent that the
prospect of a £100 fine is hardly likely to be any deterrent.” Mr Ewing’s letter began by
“explaining the basis of the reference in the ‘Inverness Courier’ of 23™ Januarv to an order’
made in the 1930s by the then Secretary of State placing the Monster under police protection.”
Reference has often been made 1o that but there was in fact no statutory power available to the
Secretary of State at that time to make a formal protection order, he continued. What happened
was, that a letter had been issued bv the Scottish Office to the Chief Constable of Inverness
County Constabulary, suggesting that the police might warn resident and visitors for the purpose
of preventing an attack on the animal if it was sighted.

SUNDBERG

Reports were that Jan and the Gust team were to return to the loch in March’01. Bringing with
them a 20ft by15ft trap, made of fishing net with one and a half inch mesh. Unperurbed by the fact that
eye witnesses report the creatures to be bigger than that, Jan said, ‘we arc aiming for a baby’.(!!) They
have been corresponding with SNH and have seemingly allayed their fears, so permission has been given
for the expedition. Among the conditices, they will immediately release any salmon caught. and the trap
will be placed in shaiiow waicr s no air-hreathing animals could be trapped underwater. COMET (Co-
operative Monster Ecl Trap) secreth: -~ ~~nfactured by a Norwegian firm, has an inner net that closes
over the entrance to trap the (babv//) monsier. To trv to avoid the accidental capture of otters or seals,
the trap will not be baited with live fish. After trapping, the animal will be fully recorded, a skin sample
taken, for exiraction of DNA, then released unharmed back into the loch. At this time it is difficult to
know what to sav, cats in hell, and their chances of survival, come to mind. However work is being
proposed that could provide us with some of the answer we are all waiting for, the truth, so we should
hope that the expedition‘is more substance than hot air, and wish them good fortune. ’ :

ANOTHER TRAP

In February there were reports in the newspapers that someone clse was planning a trip to the
loch to trap Nessie. From Luton, Neil Racklev, an unemploved factory worker, said he was going to visit
the loch in August, setting up camp at Fort Augustus. He would havs a net weighing onc tonne,(and
valued at, he said, £100,000) which would enclose an area of 18,060sq . This he imends to place in the
loch some 50 metres offshore. It will be baited with 1,000 brown trout, costing about £2 a fish, to lure
Nessie into the enclosure, where it will be filmed and photographed before release. He claims not to be
doing this for fame, or for the money, but just for the satisfaction of finding the monster. e believes
that Nessie is a marine creature that has remained clusive simply because it lives in a large stretch of
water in a remote area, and even if it surfaces three times a day, people are rarely going to see it.

Once again one wonders what kind of background icsearch has been done. Anyonc who has
visited the loch, or even read a book or two. should realisc that Loch Ness is not in a remote area. It is
possibiy the most looked at, watched over, piece of water in the world. ‘Marins c¢reature’, Loch Ness is
fresh water, perhaps what he said was not fully, or accurately, reported. T wonder how Neil, unemployed
as we are told, is going to raise the large amounts of cash needed for this project. While I am not aware
of anyone actually placing a net baited with fish into the loch. with the intention of trapping an animal.
There have been fisa filled nets in ihic Ioch for a number of vears, the fish farm between Dores and
Inverfarigaig. Much to my disappointiiviu. these have not had the bottoms torn out as Nessie made an

casy meal of the contents! There are other questions to be raised, the new code of practice, the various
Wildlife Acts? I feel that perhapa the hitle bit of media coverage Neil Rackley got, could be the last we

hear of him.
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NIS AT THE LOCHSIDE - . o

Helen Gray and fer bmfmenu, from London visited the ioch in November '98. They stayed in
Gavin and Mary Finlay’s self-catering flat in Dores, fiom a bav-window there is a view all the way down
the loch. 100 yards from the Dores Inn, they recommend it to ariyone who wishes for a restful break,
and a splendid vantage-point for watching. They were kitted out with suitabie cameras and binoculars,
but Helen savs thev spent a lot of time getting faintly excited by wave patterns. Since then they have

¢en.whale watching in Alaska with the same equipment. It occuired to them that when something the
size of a bus jumps out of the water beside you, such equipment is not terribly useful! They managed to
get lots of pictures that were mainly black (when the whales were too close) and a lot of water splashes
(when they were not!). She thinks that in order to produce any decent pictures, zoom lens cameras are in
order, also that she musi find a way to contro} her excitement. _

They were to return to the loch, and the Finlay’s, for a spell the week before Christmas *99.
Life in central London is hectic and they had recently moved house, so were looking forward to the
break. She was also anticipating taking a look at the new exhibition. She said she was not overly
impressed with the old ones, had not expected to be, having been warned that they were somewhat short
and to the point. a point that was not theirs!

John and Daxina Cooper spent a few days at the loch early March '99. Siaying a couple of davs
at Dores and Fort Augustus. They h- looked for Steve Feliham but found his van empty, and partly
dismantled. While dining at the Dores in they heard that Steve was most likely ‘holed up’ with a nearby
female friend. As the weather was, to say the least, wet, cool and uninviting, they agreed that he was in
the best place. A short stay without any excitement. On a retumn trip to Scothd in June ’99, their 17
year old Voivo had “an attack of the vapours™ and basicalfy stopped, so the journey had to be aborted.

Almost as far back is a note I received from John Holmes. John is a Sculptor and Nlustrator from
St Austell, in Cornwall, He and his wif:, Sue, were at the loch for a week at the beginning of July "99,
they rented a charming little cottage, called Hazlegrove, on the fringes of the Inverfarigaig Forest. There
were nice views overlooking the loch, however they were too far away to spot anything on the water. He
did film a Roe Deer eating some Dog Rose, from the kitchen early one moring. Another morning he
had a fleeting t,hmpsc of an Osprey. Apart from secing some large concentric ripples and a very brief
sighting of a small low hump, nothing else was seen..He collecied the odd bones from ihe shores, to take
home and identify, just in case. I have collected a few old bones from time to time. they usually turn out
to be from sheep, once I did get one from a deer.

St Austell is ‘Morgawr” territory, and John also included a bit of news from there. It was on 1%
August ’99, at around 6.40pm. He was watching Sue have a swim in a smail cove, between Pendower
beach and Portscatho, the weather was very hot, something caught his eye: his first thoughts were that it
was a Basking Shark or. perhaps a Killer Whale. Raising his video camera he shot two very short
sequences before the animal sank from view. Viewing the results he is now fairly sure it was some type
of diving bird, Great Northern Diver he suggests, the movement on taps was rather bird-like. The area is
very close to where Sheila Bird had ihe classic Morgawr sighting, just off Portscatho. He sent me two
photos taken from the video, they are very much ‘classic head and nechs’, but undoubtedly a bird of
some type. They would have undoubtedly quatified for the ‘Hill’s’ prize cheque, had they been taken at
Loch Ness. _ '

- Graham Hazelwood, Toubridge Kent, dropped a line about his visit. He was at the loch side, for
four days at the beginning of Octobe: 2. staving in Drumnadrochit, Invermeriston and Fort Augustus.
Day one was windy and the loch too rough for watching. The wind dropped overnight and he enjoyed
three days of overcast, calm, weather. with no rain. He watched at differeat times of the day, from
different locations, particularly the grass pier at Inverfarigaig, and the shore west of Invermoriston. He
has a pair of 12x25 binoculars, and a camera with a lightweight 500mm mirror telephoto fens. His only -
sightings were of boat wakes and ducks.

He called on Steve Feltham twice, finding him in good spirits and optu‘usng, about spendmg
more me observing the loch from the micro-light. With some trepidation he also visited the revamped
Loch Ness 2000 exhibition. He agrees that the presentation has bezen improved, but was disappointed
with the manner in which the cyewitness reports were treated. The exhibition is a series of ‘rooms’, in
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which visuals are shown with narration (by Adrian Shine?) and backing music. When the subject of
evewitnesses was covered, certain hoax photographs were shown, and explained away, the music
becoming jolly and frivolous. Verv subtly giving the impression rhat ihese reports are not to be taken too
seriously. Graham asks, if Adrian Shine is so dismissive of the idea of anvtlnng unusua in the loch, why
has the c‘AhlblthIl logo such a striking resemblance to the ‘Surgeon’s Fhoto™?

He rounded off saying, during one of his vigils it occurred to him that a number of sightings
report creatures with charactenistics of, rough skin (ofieti dark brewn), paic stripe down the tiont, ugly
head, oily wake and stubbyv horns. He has dozens of such creaturss in his garden, slugs and snails. He
wondered if there 15 o theory abont giant freshwater slugs or snails in the joch, as he thinks they could
be the explanation for some of the ro»~rts. He would be interested in other members views on this. It
would seem that Graham has not come¢ across Ted Heliday’s book ¢ l] Great Orm’, and others of his
work.

Stanley Jade wrote, from Lancashire, ke had been to the loch for a weekend at carly in May *00.
He had been taken to the loch, or the Loch Ness area, as a four year old by his parents, too young to
know much about it. Then as a fourtecen year old who wanted 1o see the loch and get to know it, but
who had been taken around by parents who were intent on gpending time at various places away from it.
The weekend had been his first holiday for a rumber of vears, and first solo anywhere. So this had been
his first chance to familiarise himself with the arca. He said. "I had not realiscd hoav utterty beautiful the
place was, there is a sense of heart and soul which 1 found quite moving, it felt like home and I did not
want to leave.” He stayed at the Motor Inn at the Drumnadrochit Hotel. next to the Loch Ness 2000
Exhibition. He had been surprised to find there were two exhibitions in Drumnadrochit, but did not visit
cither as he felt he is pretty familiar with most projects and major sigh uings. Tic was enjoving a cold beer
when he saw Adran Shine with a French (presumably TV) crew with a broadcast quality camcorder,
and large inflatable Nessie. He did wonder what the thrust of the particular interview was. As he went
around the shore he kept an eye cpen for Steve Feltham hoping to have a chat, without fuck. IHe did not
do any ‘hard-core’ watching, as he put it, but had been taken by the forest, and it’s people, the deer and
red squirrel. He said he knows where things are now, namss pmudm a picture, and is certain he will
return before too long,

Andreas Trottmann, Switzerland, sent word of a trip to his beloved loch, Now: cmbcl 11" to 17®
00, based at the Tan Poss B&B, Inchnacardoch. Ian was the one who used to ook after Andreas’ boat.
The weather and loch conditions were rather good, especially earty mornings, and the autumn colours

mashing! He concentrated his watching to the Fort Augustus arca. with some from Fovers and Dores.

Doug and Margarer Macfariane. along with son Alan, visited hun one day, Doug getting back on his
own for a couple of days. Thcy et Steve l"eltham once or twice, spoke to Ian Cameron about his
famous sighting, unfortunately a plaiei. o meeting with- Dick Raynor had to be put off. Andreas visited
the new Loch Ness 2000 at Drumnadrochit and was swpﬁsed'by the intriguing multi-media effects.
Adrian Shine, narrating the audio commentary, strongly refers to his cpinion on the creature’s existence:
nevertheless Andreas thinks a well balanced "Yin and Yang’ situaticn is positive for a healthy and
objective research climate. : '

He also has a great interest in the reports of ‘Big Cats’ in the area and ‘1eazd of two pug marks
being found on a sand-bank in the River Oich, near Foit Augustus. Before hie had mme to examine the
site himself. the river leve!l had risen and the footprints washed out. Which was a disappoinient. He has

since heard from Ian Ross of a Big Cat sighting on the Whitebridge to Fort Augustus road, on g
December *00. He is following this up.

David Hastings, an eighteen vear old from Walsall sent a long letter of his first trip to the loch.
A NIS member for four years David is very keen and has done much reading and research into the
subject. He and his Dad did the journey by train. Spending almost as much time on the trip as they did
at the loch. That may be an ¢xaggeration, but thev had a long delay before reaching Edinburgh, then,
because of bad weather hold ups, had to wait four hours for the next Inverness train. They got into
Inverness at 10.3Cpm: 29th May, they stopped at a B&B, and although laie, went tu have a look at the
River Ness. David savs he knows it is silly but that built his excitement. and he was shaking like a icaf. |
think many of us will appreciate how he felf. Next inomidng they bought their bus tickets for the final



o

step to Drumnadrochit. Finding they had an hour to wait David took the chance to visit the library, and
do a bit more research. IHe found one or two books he had not sc¢en before, but also, he was able to
view, on micro-fiche I think, past articles from newspapers. Choosing Inverness Courier, he was able to
see the first sighting report, and other articles from 1933. He noted that as the year progressed articles
on ‘the strange animal in the loch’ became articles on ‘the monster’.

Fiftecn minutes into the bus trip came the moment David had waited over seven years for, his
first view of the loch. He says that his feclings and emotions at that time will never be forgoiten. The bus
took them to Castle Urquhart, where once again he was overwhelmed by just being there. Seeing it so
often pictured in books, associated with so many things, the Macnab photcgraph, the Shiels photograph.,
the Rines expeditions of ‘72&°75. They staved at the Castle for three hours, much of it on the walkway
that goes round the front. In that time he noted, as he had been told to expect, how deceiving the waters
can be. Many wakes that seemed to form on there own, ducks on the loch as well. He realised how
easily they could be mistaken as long necks from a distance. He is interested in the Shiels photographs at
the moment, and speni time trviny to work out the place they could have been taken from. Walking back
into Drumnadrochit, ihey visited the ".och Ness Centre finding it quite informative. Then on to Locl
Ness 2000. David spotted Adrian Shine in the iocharn. with the floating monster, busily pulling out
weed. He introduced himself, and had a nice chat finding him ‘such a lovely man’. They then went
round the exhibition. it was very good and very well presented. They arranged to stay in a B&B by the
green, in Drumnadrochit, which thev would recommend to anyone, David forgets the name but it is the
one with the cricketing gnomes in the garden. They then made their way to the manna in Urquhart Bay
and David spent over an hour watching. Next day they decided to go to Fort Augustus, taking the bus to
Invermoriston, and walking the rest of the way. David says that he now knows that was a poor choice. A
walk thev thought may take an hour. took them about three. They found it a long haul, but were able to
stop off at a number of quiet secluded places along the loch shore. It was sunny and calm with no boats
in sight, beautitul ‘monster’ weather. Unfortunately no sightings to report, but wonderful, stunning
views. Reaching Fort Augustus they had a meal and drinks, to Keep going; then went a bii further
finding the beach, and view, al Borlum Bayv. David says that was a wonderful experience, books and
photographs do not show the wholc loch. and do not do it justice. You have to see at first hand to
understand what vou are dealing with. While on the shore thev found some bones, which David took
back to have his school science department have a look at.

Last day at the loch, Thursday 1° June. Went for a trip on George Edwards’ boat. David was
able to talk to George and was quite imepressed by his accounts and ideas. It is just a shame that David
did not get on: a trip with Dick Rayvnor. They then went back io the castie. where David spent a further
four hours watching. Friday moming they left carly for Inverness, and having an hour to kill before the
train, visited the library again. A memorabie first trip to the loch for David. He hopes to be driving by
next year, and to make the journey by car, which will make getting around at the loch much easier.

Jared Christie put a note in his Christmas card. Hc had managed a short visit over New Year,
’99. No details, apart from saying he has found the skin of a deer on the shingie at Foyers. He is hoping
to get back again in April '01. He had planned for April "00, but cowld not make it.

Other proposed visits, Val Smi.j: and his son. Jonathan. hoping to be at the loch 30" June to 14"
July. Andreas Trottmann, accompanied by a good Swiss colleague, as his wife Angela is not able to get,
owing to business reasons; will be in the Fort Augustus arca from June 30™ tili July 6™ Contact address
while there, Mr Mrs Ross, Ashwood Steading, Inchnacardoch, Fort Augustus, phone 01320/366308.

That is it for now, must get this duplicated and out to you. Thank vou. as usual, for your
tolerance and for being part of the NIS. Please remember vour news and views are always welcome and
needed, my address remains:- R.R.Hepple, 7 Huntshieldford, St John’s Chapel, Weardale, Cc Durham,
DL13 1RQ. Tel: G1388 537359, subscripions UK £2 75, N. America $10.00, other areas by
negotiation.

Rip.




